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BEFORIE THE HEARINGS OFFICER OF KLAMATH GOUNTY, OREGON

tn the Matter of the F(eqiiest fora Candﬁional Use )
K : T ) ORDER . ‘
Permit by: - PacificCorp. ) CASE NUMBER CUP 39-08

i." NATURE OF THE REQUEST

The applicant, PAGIFICCORP has applied for g penmit to build a 5.47 mile 59/115 power transmission!
inz and substation on a portion of iand between the junctions of Hwy 140 and 56 which is Zoned EFU-CG
and FR. This request was heard by the hearings officer June 5, 1998. The fequest was reviewed for
conformance with Kiamath County Land Development Code Adticle 55.2 ard 54.

12. NAMES OF PARTICIPANTS

The hearings officer reviewing this application is Joan-Marie Michelsen. The applicant appeared and
offered testimony. The planning department was sepresented by Kim Lundahl. The recording secretary
Karen Burg. The apgiicant was well represented by Kathleen Rose.

3. LOCATION OF PROPERTY

Thé properiy in question |s fully described in section 2 of the CUP application

4. MATERIALS CONSIDERED

All evidence submitted by the applicant and located in the Staff Report was considered as was the written
and cral testimony given June 5, 1898, the letter from the applicant of June 10, and the site visit
conducted by the hearings officer after noice to the parties and all present at the hearing and with the
consent of the applicani. None cf the parties were present at the site visit and no testimony was taken
there, it was only a visual inspection of the substation poriion of the project.

The application also contained a number of reporis which were considered by the hearings officer and
found to be helpful and well done. ‘ ,

5. FINDINGS ‘
The Hearings officer FINDS AS FOLLOWS:Y

The development of this type of structure is not includsd in the permitted uses for this zoning,
however ihe LDC permits residences subject to certain findings.

The parceis in question were legally created.

Approval of the requested structure wiil not create conditions or circumstances that are contrary
to the purposes or intent of county planning laws with the ordered mitigations.

Active resource ugie has occurred on the subject propeily and the adjacent properties. The
hearings officer obiserved that the section of property where the propesed substation would be
located was being aciively used for agricuiture, specificaiiy there were cattle grazing there when
observed. f : ' ;

The jocation of a expanded transmission line and substation as ordered. on the parcet will not
destabilize the existing land use patter of the area. b

There is no Geal & Overiay to the area. :

There is no dwellitig presently sited on this parcel.-
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h.  This property is not under forest deferre} ang no stocking requirements need be met. :

i.  The applicant tepresented that ni trees would be disturbed or removed to implement this project.

j.- The hearings officer expressed concern overthe impact of the substation and the size of the
transmission poles on the agricullural nature of the property. ©

k. The applicants stated that the transmission line will run along the existing easements and
location.

I The applicants site maps of the substation show that the new Running Y Substation is proposed
to be located 10 the Northwest or left of the existing distribution step-up bank. This proposed
lccation would resuit in maximum, not minimum inpack to both the agricultural value of the area
and the visual impact and chearacter of the area.

- The only propesed solution to maintain the character of the area and reduce visual impacts was
slating which the hearings officer finds to be counter effective. Likeviise cther traditional methods
such as mounding, walls, or vegetation are impractical, t’

6. ORDER

Therefore, it is hereby ordered ihat the applicant's request to develop a 69/115 power transmission
line and substation is approved subject fo the following conditions:

& No work on the power lina shall commence until the wastewater force main is in place.

b. Extreme caution shall be exercised during alt phases of the project so as to avoid damaging the
wastewater force main ‘

¢. No existing tree shall be cut for this project however, ANSI specifications for free trimming shal
be maintained during and after construction. ' :
Ali aclivities shall be conducted in such a manner as to keep soil erosion {0 an absolute minimum.
The new substation shall use the existing road access to the step-up bank,
The new substatlion shall be located 1o the East or right of the existing step up bank, not to the lef
or Northwest as proposed. ‘ : )
The fransmission line shall be siteg along the existing corridor.
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NOTICE OF APPEAL RIGHTS /

Your are hereby notified this application may be appealed to the iiamath County Board of
Commissioners by filing with the Klamath County Planning Department a Notice of Appeal as set out in
Sedtion 33.004 of the Klamaih County Land Development Code together with the fee required within
SEVEN DAYS (7) following the mailing date of this order. ‘

STATE (}Pf CREGON: COUNTY OF KLAMATH : 58,

Filed for record at request of v - KLAMATH ‘COUNTY . : the 8TH
of JULY AD.19_98  at___1:4E o'elock e B M., and duly recorded in Vol _H938
of DEEDS on Page o 2(51 13
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